The Emperor and the Nightingale

There was once an emperor who loved beautiful things. One day, he
read about the music of the nightingale. The book said that nothing was
lovelier than the nightingale’s song.

The emperor sent some men into the forest to find the nightingale.
When they returned, the emperor was disappointed. The nightingale was
just a plain, brown bird. Then she began to sing. Her song was so
beautiful that it brought tears to the emperor’s eyes.

“Lovely nightingale,” he said, “I must give you a gift. What do you wish
for?”  “You gave me enough already,” said the nightingale. “I saw tears
In an emperor’s eyes. That is enough.”

The nightingale remained with the emperor and sang for him each
night. One day, though, someone sent the emperor a box. Inside the box
was a mechanical nightingale.

The new nightingale sang just like the real one, but it was covered
with colorful jewels. When it sang, its tail moved and the jewels shone.
The emperor was pleased with this gift, and he sent the real nightingale back
to the forest.

The mechanical nightingale sang beautifully day and night. One day,
though, it stopped working. The emperor was very sad. He became sick
and everyone thought he would die.

“If T could hear the nightingale again, I would get better,” said the
emperor. Suddenly, he heard some marvelous music. The real nightingale
was singing at his window. Her song cured him, and he became strong
again.

After that day, the emperor treasured the real nightingale. He put

away the mechanical bird and never looked at it again. (265words)
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